
Freshman Summer Reading Projects 
Please select ONE of these novels for your student to read and complete an assignment over.  

Dry by Neal Shusterman  

When the California drought escalates to catastrophic proportions, one teen is forced to make life and death 
decisions for her family in this harrowing story of survival from New York Times bestselling author Neal 
Shusterman and Jarrod Shusterman. 
The drought—or the Tap-Out, as everyone calls it—has been going on for a while now. Everyone’s lives have 
become an endless list of don’ts: don’t water the lawn, don’t fill up your pool, don’t take long showers.  Until the 
taps run dry. Suddenly, Alyssa’s quiet suburban street spirals into a warzone of desperation; neighbors and 
families turned against each other on the hunt for water. And when her parents don’t return and her life—and the 
life of her brother—is threatened, Alyssa has to make impossible choices if she’s going to survive. 

Not if I Save You First by Ally Carter  

Maddie thought she and Logan would be friends forever. But when your dad is a Secret Service agent and your 
best friend is the president's son, sometimes life has other plans. Before she knows it, Maddie's dad is dragging 
her to a cabin in the middle of the Alaskan wilderness. No phone. No Internet. And not a single word from 
Logan. Maddie tells herself it's okay. After all, she's the most popular girl for twenty miles in any direction. (She’s 
also the only girl for twenty miles in any direction.) She has wood to cut and weapons to bedazzle. Her life is full. 
Until Logan shows up six years later . . . And Maddie wants to kill him. But before that can happen, an assailant 
appears out of nowhere, knocking Maddie off a cliff and dragging Logan to some unknown fate. Maddie knows 
she could turn back- and get help. But the weather is turning and the terrain will only get more treacherous, the 
animals more deadly. Maddie still really wants to kill Logan. But she has to save him first. 
 

 
Gutless by Carl Deuker  

 
“The sports may hook readers, but the bullying will land them.”—Kirkus   
  
The wide receiver best able to hang on to his quarterback’s passes, Brock Ripley would be a star for the varsity 
team—if he could just bring himself to put his body on the line. But he can’t. Just like he can’t bring himself to 
stand up for his friend Richie Fang, who has been targeted by the quarterback, known for his bullying. As events 
spiral out of control, Brock is faced with a true test of character. Can he find the courage to step up and do what is 
right?  
  
 

The Memory of Things by Gae Polisner 

On the morning of September 11, 2001, sixteen-year-old Kyle Donohue watches the first twin tower come down 
from the window of Stuyvesant High School. Moments later, terrified and fleeing home to safety across the 
Brooklyn Bridge, he stumbles across a girl perched in the shadows, covered in ash, and wearing a pair of costume 
wings. With his mother and sister in California and unable to reach his father, a NYC detective likely on his way 
to the disaster, Kyle makes the split-second decision to bring the girl home. What follows is their story, told in 
alternating points of view, as Kyle tries to unravel the mystery of the girl so he can return her to her family. But 
what if the girl has forgotten everything, even her own name? And what if the more Kyle gets to know her, the 
less he wants her to go home? Gae Polisner's The Memory of Things tells a stunning story of friendship and first 
love and of carrying on with our day-to-day living in the midst of world-changing tragedy and unforgettable 
pain—it tells a story of hope. 

  



English I Summer Reading Assignment  
 
Directions:  Choose ONE of the following activities after reading your summer reading novel.  You will be 
turning this completed project into a Google Classroom that your 9th Grade English teacher will set up and 
instruct on how to access.  
 
Due Date: Friday, August 16 to your English Teacher  
 
Option 1: Awards. Create an award for each of the main characters based on their actions in the novel. For 
example, one might be awarded “most courageous” for fighting peer pressure, another might be awarded 
“wisest” for the guidance he or she gave other characters. For each award, write a paragraph that explains why 
this character deserves this award. Give to your English teacher on August 16. 
 
Option 2: Cartoon Squares. Create a series of six drawings in six squares that show a significant event in the 
novel. Under each picture or cartoon, write a 4-5 lines explaining the importance of that scene in relation to 
character development.   Give to your English teacher on August 16. 
 
Option 3: FlipGrid. Create a FlipGrid using this code:  https://flipgrid.com/l1dye6q and the password 
Mustangs2020. Do a one to two-minute book talk describing what you loved about the book and why 
someone else should read the book.  You must include the following:  plot overview,  major themes and how 
you related to them and characters that you connected to on a personal level.  This must be done by 3:00 on 
August 16. This option will be turned in to FlipGrid. 

 

https://flipgrid.com/l1dye6q

